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Lancamento de publicacao com /
Book launch with Ruth Wilson Gilmore,
Brenna Bhandar e/and Alberto Toscano

Abolition Geography -
Essays Towards Liberation
de/by Ruth Wilson Gilmore (2022)

Organizacao e introducao de Brenna Bhandar
e Alberto Toscano / Edited with an introduction
by Brenna Bhandar and Alberto Toscano

“Abolicao é compreender como trabalhar com as pessoas
para construir algo em vez de descobrir como o apagar.
Abolicao é uma teoria da mudanca, é uma teoria da vida

em sociedade”.

Reunindo o trabalho de mais de trés décadas, Abolition
Geography apresenta a contribuicao singular de Ruth Wilson
Gilmore, como tedrica, investigadora e promotora, para a
politica de aboli¢ao, sugerindo a académicos e ativistas
ferramentas para fazer e ver, que ajudam a navegar o nosso
presente turbulento.

Abolition Geography afasta-se das explicacoes sobre o
encarceramento em massa e a violéncia racista a partir das
narrativas interminaveis em torno dos preconceitos ou da
compulsao mondtona da economia neoliberal. Em vez disso,
Gilmore oferece uma visao geografica de como o capitalismo
racial contemporaneo opera por meio de um “estado anti-
-estatal” que responde as crises com o abandono organizado
de pessoas e territorios, considerados excedentarios em
relagao as necessidades. A sua abordagem escapa as con-
cecoes unidimensionais do que a libertacao exige, de quem
a reivindica ou do que deve ser abolido. Inspirando-se nas
licoes dos imaginarios das organizacoes de base e interna-
cionalistas, Abolition Geography anula a identificacao da
abolicao com a simples desencarceragao e lembra que a
liberdade nao é um mero principio, mas sim um lugar.

Ruth Wilson Gilmore é Professora de Earth and Environmental
Sciences e American Studies no Graduate Center of the City
University of New York, bem como docente no Programa
Independente de Estudos da Maumaus. Gilmore é a autora
de Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus, Crisis, and Opposition in
Globalizing California (University of California Press, 2007)
e de Change Everything: Racial Capitalism and the Case for
Abolition (Haymarket, 2021).
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‘Abolition is figuring out how to work with people to make some-
thing rather than figuring out how to erase something. Abolition
is a theory of changg, it’s a theory of social life.

Gathering together Ruth Wilson Gilmore’s work from over three
decades, Abolition Geography presents her singular contribution
to the politics of abolition as theorist, researcher, and organiser,
offering scholars and activists ways of seeing and doing to help
navigate our turbulent present.

Abolition Geography moves us away from explanations of mass
incarceration and racist violence focused on uninterrupted his-
tories of prejudice or the dull compulsion of neoliberal economics.
Instead, Gilmore offers a geographical grasp of how contemporary
racial capitalism operates through an ‘anti-state state’ that answers
crises with the organised abandonment of people and environ-
ments deemed surplus to requirements. Her approach escapes
one-dimensional conceptions of what liberation demands, who
demands liberation, or what indeed is to be abolished. Drawing
on the lessons of grassroots organising and internationalist
imaginaries, Abolition Geography undoes the identification of
abolition with mere decarceration, and reminds us that freedom
is not a mere principle but a place.

Ruth Wilson Gilmore is Professor of Earth and Environmental
Sciences, and American Studies, at the Graduate Center of

the City University of New York and teaches on the Maumaus
Independent Study Programme in Lisbon. She is author of Golden
Gulag: Prisons, Surplus, Crisis, and Opposition in Globalizing
California (University of California Press, 2007) and Change
Everything: Racial Capitalism and the Case for Abolition
(Haymarket, 2021).

Exemplares da publicagao estao disponiveis para venda durante
o evento. / Copies of the book will be available for sale at the event.
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